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DEAR FRIENDS,

As | write this, the change
of seasons in Eastern Canada
is slowly underway as we
celebrate our Canadian
Thanksgiving (second Monday
in October) with summer-like
temperatures and brilliant
fall colours.

This year’s Annual General Meeting (September
21st & 22nd) of the Compass Rose Society in London,
England filled me with deep thanks for my brothers
and sisters within our beloved Anglican Commu-
nion. | also give thanks for the ministry of the staff
at Andrew’s House — the offices of the Anglican
Communion.

[ think is it is fair to say that more can always be
learned about our Anglican Communion which
the Compass Rose Society supports. This year, our
meetings offered a deeper look into the life of our
worldwide church.

Here are a few thumbnail sketches
of what we learned:

e Around the globe, gender-based violence
plagues our world and our church. In keeping
with the Five Marks of Mission, we listened to
the Reverend Terrie Robinson clearly articulating
these issues and sharing the work that is being
done around the world to eradicate this blight.

e Ms. Sally Keeble spoke about the Anglican Alli-
ance initiative — an effort first proposed at the
Lambeth Conference. The Anglican Alliance
communicates and raises major issues in the areas
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Liverpool Cathedral Offers Compass Rose
Members Radical Hospitality

By Norris Battin

Wihile my travels to England over the years have taken me to many
cathedrals through the country, this was just my third visit to an English
cathedral with the Compass Rose Society — we'd been to Canterbury
Cathedral for a board meeting several years ago and to Salisbury
Cathedral on a previous study visit. At each of these magnificent places
we learned a great deal about the cathedrals, about Anglicanism, about
The Church of England and its liturgy and about English history. Our
visit to Liverpool Cathedral and the Diocese of Liverpool continued
to expand this knowledge.

Liverpool Cathedral, for example, is the largest Anglican Cathedral,
the largest cathedral in England and the fifth largest cathedral in the
world. Itis a modern edifice. Designed in the Gothic style by the architect
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott with its foundation stone laid in 1904 by King
Edward VII, its third and final phase was completed in 1978.

Continued on page 2

The nave bridge near the west entrance of Liverpool Cathedral
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What's really striking about it is that from the dramatic bridge
near the west entrance to the reredos there is only open space.
There’s not a column to be seen down an enormous open nave
with its two transepts and “Central Space”, a ceiling 175 feet
above it (at its apex) and a 331 foot central tower topping it
off: ride two lifts up to the bell chamber — 14 bells reside there;
the heaviest and highest peal bells in the world — then walk 108
steps to the top of the tower and a magnificent view.

But as it turned out, this spectacular cathedral was but one
part of a broadly educational and spiritual visit to the Diocese
of Liverpool.

Lynne Butt, the travel manager for the Anglican Communion
Office in London who along with Clare Kerrigan on the Cathedral
staff looked after our arrangements flawlessly, described the
scope of our visit well:

“Liverpool was
an excellent visit.
| assumed that as a
study visit we would
be hearing a lot from
both sides about the
relationship ~ between
Anglicans  and  the
Roman Catholic Church
in the diocese. Relation-
ships are obviously very
cordial, as our welcome
dinner with Dean Justin
Welby was held in the
Roman Catholic cathe-
dral [the Metropolitan
Cathedral of Christ the
King]! We also attended
mass there.

“But it turned out to
be more of a mission
visit, as our visits were
to various community projects in the diocese — schools, children’s
centre with parenting classes, a half-way house for women
prisoners, and a community centre offering art classes and we
met some truly inspiring people (mostly women!) who were doing
so much with virtually no funding at all.

“Liverpool has some of the most deprived boroughs in the whole
of Europe, a mix of unemployment, drugs, lack of educational
attainment, alcohol and underage pregnancies — the works.

“The basic theme of our visit was regeneration, and the city
centre and waterfront are very impressive, but it’s hard to see
how it will continue to the very poor areas with all the government
cuts they are experiencing.”

We came to Liverpool Cathedral at a transition point in its
life. Dean Welby has been appointed Bishop of Durham and
was in the midst of taking his leave as he assumes his new post
at the end of November. Nevertheless, he was most gracious
and generous with his time as he introduced us to the history of
Liverpool and the Cathedral, accompanied us to several stops on

Cathedral views

our program, led an Evensong for our group and, with his wife
Caroline, hosted us at a final dinner in the cathedral’s on-site
refectory, Couture.

A presentation by Mike Eastwood, Diocesan Secretary, Diocese
of Liverpool and Director of Operations of the Cathedral, taught
us about the mission of the Diocese of Liverpool and how the
activities of its Cathedral in are integrated into that mission.

The Diocese see its mission as: “To see a sustainable, led and
transforming Christian presence in every community to enable
all people to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God.”
The Dean characterizes the Cathedral as a “safe place to do risky
things in Christ’s service.”

Mary Donovan reported, “I was impressed by the way in
which the Diocese had analyzed the basic social and economic
problems  confronting
the clergy, developed
the “Bishop’s Growth
Agenda” and then
translated that agenda
into specific goals for
each congregation. Ob-
viously a great deal of
thought has gone into

helping clergy deal
with the problems they
confront.”

After this briefing,
we were well prepared
to visit local parishes
and the institutions in
the Diocese. (Recall that
a parish in the Church
of England refers to a
geographic area and
that the clergy in the
parish  support the
schools and social
agencies within it as well as the congregations in the parishes.
The Diocese of Liverpool and the Cathedral are strongly
focused on ministry in the local community.)

A subsequent tour of the city with Ken Pye, a most
knowledgeable local historian, helped us understand the city’s
past, its current ongoing renaissance and the challenges that
the Diocese faces. Mary Donovan provided an insightful
summary of our visit to city and its suburbs:

“This trip had such a powerful effect on me because it forced
me to confront the difficulty of adjusting to life in a post-
industrial age. All around us were the remnants of the industry
and commerce that had made Liverpool a great city: the extensive
dock system, the huge tobacco and sugar warehouses standing
empty and literally unusable today, the elaborate collection of
locks within the harbor, even the Cathedral itself, a monument
to a system of pomp and ceremony that is largely gone out of
people’s lives today.

“The work of importing and distributing goods continues —



but it is accomplished largely by mechanized systems. The huge
number of teamsters who had formerly moved those goods are
simply not needed today. All the people we talked to told us
unemployment is the biggest problem they deal with. Unem-
ployment and all its effects — apathy, lethargy, alcoholism, family
brutality, and poor health — were so pervasive, both in Liverpool
itself and in the outlying village of Wigan. And no one could
really see ways to put people back to work.

“l came away with a tremendous admiration for the people
we met in the various schools and social agencies who were so
fiercely dedicated to instilling hope in clients who had so few
reasons for hope. | was impressed with the imagination and
energy with which programs were designed.

“The St. Francis of Assisi School (editor’s note: a joint activity
of the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches in Liverpool), for
example, painted their hallway walls with scenes from St. Francis’
Canticle to the Sun to emphasize the school’s focus on ecology.

“The art center in Wigan (a Liverpool suburb that we
visited) actually hired a local graffiti artist to embellish its outer
walls to make the place more inviting to the “toughs” of the
neighborhood.

“Since the people of St. James in the City hadnt yet found
the funding to restore the roof of the deserted church building
they were reviving, they simply erected a tent inside and held
services there.

“I was also impressed by the obvious spirit of cooperation
between the Anglican and the Roman Catholic authorities — their
joint support of various community centers and schools we
visited and the evident working relationship between the two
cathedrals. | was intrigued by the amount of church-state
cooperation in the educational system — church schools funded
by the state — in a way that would never be allowed in the United
States and religious classes in the secular schools.

“But at the end of the trip, the overwhelming question in my
mind was why can’t we figure out a massive way to put people
back to work? We can send a rocket to the moon, why can’t we
regenerate our inner cities?”

Our visit ended with a spectacular twenty minute son et
lumiére show inside the Cathedral following our farewell dinner
with clergy representing other faiths in the Liverpool religious
community and the Cathedral staff and diocesan clergy who had
been so generous with their time during our stay.

As the Cathedral organist played an ever growing crescendo
of classic pieces on the massive 9,765 pipe Willis organ, the lights
flashed brightly around us in the deepest recesses of the building
gradually bringing us from total darkness to brightest light.

This familiar Christian metaphor sent us home thinking about
the renaissance we had seen taking place in the city of Liverpool
and with its people, praying mightily that it would continue and
most thankful to all those who made our visit so memorable.
(More pictures at http://bit.ly/CRSLiverpool). #

NEW BOARD &
OFFICERS ELECTED

At the 2011Annual General Meeting the member-
ship elected The Right Reverend C. Andrew Doyle,
Houston and Carlos R. Munoz, White Plains, N.Y.
to its board of directors.

The Society’s President Phillip Poole thanked the
retiring board members for their service and welcomed
those who agreed to join the board going forward as
the Compass Rose Society supports the work of the
Anglican Communion and expands its membership
throughout the Anglican world.

The New Directors Join These Board
Members (and Officers’) Currently Serving:

Mr. B. Norris Battin, Newport Beach, CA;

Mr. Robert Biehl”, Houston, TX;

The Reverend Sarah Buxton-Smith, Buffalo, NY;

The Very Reverend Samuel G. Candler’, Atlanta, GA;

The Reverend Canon Jan Naylor Cope’, Washington, DC;

The Right Reverend George Councell, Trenton, NJ;

Mr. Joey Fan’, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong;

The Most Reverend Terence Finlay®, Toronto, ON;

Mr. Robert Foltz, Bonita Springs, FL;

Ms. Constance Fraser Gray, Winston Salem, NC;

The Reverend Canon Kenneth Kearon, London, UK;

The Reverend Rick Lord, Vienna, VA;

The Right Reverend Victoria Matthews,
Christchurch, New Zealand;

Mr. Marshall McReal, Seattle, WA;

The Reverend Canon John Peterson, Hendersonville, NC;

The Right Reverend Philip Poole’, Aurora, ON;

Ms. Janie Stevens, Houston, TX;

Ms. Della Wager Wells, Atlanta, GA;

Ms. Antonia Wong Tuen-Yee, Central, Hong Kong;

Ms. Beverley Paterson Wood, Aurora, ON
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