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Presidents Speech

To the Annual Meeting of the 

Compass Rose Society

September 21, 2011

On behalf of the Officers and Board of Directors of the International Compass Rose Society I welcome you to the Annual Meeting for the year ended 2010.


We meet in London England a vibrant and historic community which I hope you will have the opportunity to explore. The flow of our meetings agenda is meant to offer you some leisure to experience what London has to offer. In the past our members have eaten in some delightful restaurants, toured famous sites, visited St. Paul’s and Westminster Abbey home to significant international services, wandered through Buckingham Palace, attended theater, walked along the Thames or  explored the world famous art galleries and museums which help make up this world renowned city. 


Later tomorrow afternoon we are privileged to be invited to the London home of our Patron the Archbishop of Canterbury, Lambeth Palace for a very special evening.  Worship has taken place on that site on the shores of the River Thames for nearly a millennium and you will get a glimpse of the history of our Church as we make our way down its hallowed halls. More of that later.


The Compass Rose Society was born as a result of a courageous visit of the then Archbishop of Canterbury to the Church in the Sudan nearly two decades ago. Recent events in our time have led to the separation of  north and  south Sudan but those were days of heavy fighting, major human rights abuses and significant poverty. When news of George Carey’s proposed visit reached the Sudanese government in Khartoum they immediately contacted the Archbishop to tell him his visit would be under the auspices of the Sudanese government. The Archbishop said no, he would visit under the auspices of the church. The Government responded that they could not insure the Archbishops safety. 


Now it is important to remember that due to the relationship of church and state here in England when the Archbishop travels he is accorded a role similar to a head of state. Archbishop Carey’s visit to the Sudan caused a diplomatic kerfuffle because of his refusal to make it a state like visit which resulted as I understand it in a recalling of diplomatic personnel and an international incident.  Archbishop Carey showed tremendous courage making this trip and was the first Western leader to visit war torn Sudan. 


While he was there he was treated like a rock star.


In December last year the Archbishop of Toronto and I visited the Church in South and North India as part of a partnership arrangement with those churches and the Diocese of Toronto. Within 5 hours of landing after a 20 hour flight we attended our first event the Consecration of a new church riding in a poor man’s “Popemobile” an open aired jeep. Everywhere we went we were greeted by people waving at us as we traveled the dirt roads, led by marching bands carrying banners with our names on them, young girls throwing rose petals at our feet, celebratory firecrackers which sounded something like a 747 screaming through the air, parades, and food at every stop. I emailed my wife to excitedly tell her what we were experiencing there and she responded dryly “don’t expect that when you get home!”


At any rate The Archbishop was treated in a similar manner. The Church of the Sudan which was facing so many difficulties with grace and a faith born in relationship with Jesus Christ, were thrilled and deeply encouraged that the spiritual head of the International Anglican Communion would visit them. Those accompanying the Archbishop reported that people were filled with joy and music despite having little clothing and little to eat. They were required to worship using the service of Morning Prayer precisely because they could not afford even bread and wine for Holy Communion. 


Archbishop Carey returned home carrying the burden of that visit. His Office did not have the resources to communicate to the 38 independent Provinces of the Anglican Communion the needs of the Province of the Sudan.


Later that year in a gathering with senior leaders of the Episcopal Church of the United States at Old Palace Canterbury, the idea for the Compass Rose Society was born. Its primary purpose, and still a value for us a decade and a half later, was communications. How can the story of one part of the Communion be told to another? How can the bonds of affection which hold our diverse communion together be strengthened? How can the light of the Anglican Communion shine on situations of abuse and draw them to the attention of the church and the world. 


Archbishop Carey turned to his Secretary General Canon John Peterson. John’s determination, vision, creativity and connections turned the Compass Rose Society into a group which has made and continues to make an enormous difference in the ministry of the Anglican Communion.  I am personally thrilled that John accepted the invitation last year to join the Board he helped found to continue to move our work forward. 


In those days it was decided that the Anglican World magazine would be reborn as an effective tool for communication. The Compass Rose Society was launched. Today of course the Internet has in large measure usurped print media and we currently support the work of this office and the Secretary General in its web based communications work. 

The Founders of the Compass Rose Society wanted to do more than simply invite financial support from its members. So, they added the possibility for what have been called mission visits or more precisely Communion visits to different parts of the Anglican world in the company of the Secretary General. Over the years these visits have proven to be life changing for those who are able to attend. On these visits we meet the major church leaders, often meet political and government leaders, meet first hand with fellow Anglicans to experience their ministry in their culture, receive the hospitality of our brothers and sisters and consider how best we might help the local bishop in forwarding ministry. These visits enable us to focus our prayers and in fact in the wonderful resource the Anglican Communion office makes available to us in the Anglican Prayer Cycle, put names and faces to our prayers.  Now when we pray for the church in Tanzania, or South Africa, or Jerusalem or Brazil or Malawi or Cuba our members pray with purpose because they have been there. They have seen the devastating poverty, the challenges of getting fresh water, the strides the church is making in education, the passion of those who work in the medical clinics, the loving care offered by church run orphanages and the extraordinarily vibrant worship which marks so many of these churches. I have come away from these visits simply in awe of what a church with so little by way of material resources is able to accomplish. The Gospel is being proclaimed and lives are being changed all in the name of Our Lord. I encourage you to take advantage of these visits. 

 Now a warning they are not 5 star tourist visits but they are life changing. We will hear later in this meeting something of the amazing trip to the church in Brazil which the Society made last spring.

In addition to the Communion visits our board a few years back added study trips as an option for our members. Whether visiting the magnificent Salisbury Cathedral and viewing the Magna Carta and learning of the impact of the Sarum Rite on Anglicanism; or visiting our church in Rome and meeting members of the Vatican staff for ecumenical relations: or praying in the candlelight darkness of evening Canterbury Cathedral these study trip have helped to deepen our understanding of the Anglican expression of Christianity. 

As a way of saying thank you and of staying in touch with the Compass Rose Society the Archbishop wondered if members would accept his invitation to an annual dinner at Lambeth Palace. The visit to Lambeth Palace and the dinner has become a fixture of our annual meetings. We are grateful that Archbishop and Mrs. Williams have continued to extend that gracious hospitality. We recognize with gratitude the privilege they afford us. 

 Tomorrow we will enter thru the heavy, ancient gates of Lambeth Palace.  The Archbishop will join us for a group photo in the courtyard, followed by a very personal question and answer period in the crypt of Lambeth Palace. We will hear some insights into his experience of the Anglican Communion the past year. Refreshments follow giving opportunity for individual pictures and we are joined by Dr. Jane Williams a noted theologian, professor, author and clergy spouse. I mention her role as clergy spouse because of her passion for the health and well being of those whose spouse is a cleric. Jane grew up in the home of a priest who later became a bishop so she knows firsthand what life is like in a clergy home. Jane was particularly effective as the leader of the Spouses Conference at the Lambeth Conference in 2008 and is adored throughout the Communion for her ministry. You will enjoy the chance to spend time with Jane. This year will participle in a very special Japanese Tea Ceremony which the Secretary General will be able to tell us more about. 

We do well to remember that Lambeth palace is the home of Rowan and Jane Williams. Years ago when their children were younger it was not unusual to see a skate board or bicycle leaning against the formal stair case that takes you into Lambeth Palace. This is the Williams home. We are very fortunate to receive this invitation each year.

Later in our agenda there will be an opportunity for you to experience what we call breakout groups one of which will focus on the history of the Compass Rose Society. Everyone is invited but may I especially encourage those who are here of the first time or those who are here as invited guests to attend and learn firsthand and in more detail the history of the Society from those who have been with us from the start..

I should point out that the Compass Rose Society is a registered charity in both the United States and Canada. Tax laws in Hong Kong, which are different than most of North America, do not require the establishment of a separately incorporated charity. Our board is made up of volunteers from Canada, the US, Hong Kong, New Zealand and Ireland. I want to particularly thank the Diocese of Texas whose then Bishop Claude Payne was instrumental in launching the society, the Episcopal Church who have been enormous supporters, the Canadian Compass Rose Society whose President David Gannicott is here and of course the Province of Hong Kong whose current primate has been so encouraging. Our members now number 270 and come from 11 countries in the world. 

So a November meeting in Canterbury at Old Palace a decade and a half ago continues to bear much fruit. I only wish all the meetings I attend were so effective!!

It has been a busy year for the Compass Rose Society since last we met in 2010. 

The Board held its spring meetings in Houston, a fitting location given that the CRS is domiciled in Texas. We told the Compass Rose story to a number of prospective members and both the Secretary General and I spoke in parish churches. We are grateful to Bishop Andy Doyle for his hospitality and to board member Janie Stephens for her hard work in setting up that visit. While we were there a diocesan member arranged for us to attend the famous Houston Rodeo. It was great fun. At the insistence of the Bishop I purchased a Stetson. Now I have a great hat with nowhere to wear it!! 

In early May I was invited to the Diocese of Washington at the request of the Vicar of Washington Cathedral and Board member Canon Jan Cope. Jan was assisted by board members Connie Gray and Rick Lord. Before I tell you of that trip let me say to Jan that we were sadden to hear that the National Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul suffered some damage as a result of the August earthquake and grateful that no one was injured on the site which attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors each and every year. 

While in Washington we had a lunch with the dean of Virginia Seminary, long time members of the Compass Rose Society. We explored ways in which seminary students might have the opportunity to join us on Communion Visits or attend this gathering and meet leaders of the Anglican Communion. Imagine the global view that could under gird local ministry in a newly minted priest. VTS is a long time member of the Compass Rose Society, one of a number of institutional members and the only seminary.  I hope those conversations will continue. Jan, Connie and Rick set up a lunch for area clergy on the cathedral grounds and a reception and the home of the Hon. Boyden Gray for 80 guests. As a result of the hard work of John Peterson, Jan and others we have received 6 new memberships and a promise of at least two more. 
In Canada we have welcomed the Diocese of Ontario, the Diocese of Calgary, St. Paul’s Church Toronto, one of the largest Anglican Churches in Canada, and an individual to membership and number of conversations are taking place which I pray will add to the Canadian number by year end.  
2011 will be a much better year for the Compass Rose Society. The easing at least somewhat of the recession of 2008, 2009 has resulted in more interest and more capacity for people to join the Compass Rose Society. I have said before that the Compass Rose Society tends not to be people’s number one charity. Often that is the local parish church or some particular ministry in a diocese. In hard economic times as people are forced to trim their charitable giving the Compass Rose Society is impacted. I am deeply grateful to those who have joined with us in making common cause for the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ in these challenging economic times. 
Looking forward to next year I hope to visit the Dioceses of Bermuda, Nevada and Maryland with good expectations for new members. Two parishes in my own diocese have expressed interest and I hope they might join.

By no means is the obtaining of new memberships a solo performance. Each board member is committed to doing his or her best to tell the Compass Rose Story and seek new members. Archbishop Terrance Finlay, from Toronto, takes a lead in this work and has instituted a system of regional coordinators in an effort to better communicate with our members. The Communications Committee chaired by Norris Battin with help from Connie Gray and others prepares press releases, oversees member communication and works on the Communicator, our newsletter. Norris tweets, blogs, and Facebooks in an effort to use the social media to tell our story. Board member Joey Fan has created a much improved website now being viewed by more and more people. Norris and Connie have established a relationship with the Community of Endowed Episcopal Churches and are always seeking opportunities to get our message across. Anything you can do to help us spread the message of the Compass Rose Society is greatly appreciated. 

Later in our agenda you will hear in detail of the invitation we accepted from the Primate of Brazil to visit the church there. Primate Mauricio Andrade is an old friend as well as a wonderfully hospitable and gregarious man. It was a super visit as Pauline and Neil Maxwell will share with you later in out meeting. 

When the Compass Rose Society visits places we are touched in very special ways. Most often we see things that are outside our basic day to day lives and walk even for a short time with fellow Anglicans, part of our family, as they give us the privilege of seeing ministry in a very different culture and setting. It can serve to shake us out of the parochial model we bring and widens our view of the church catholic. Communion visits connect us one to another in prayer. They offer opportunities for us to make a financial difference in the lives of others. Sometimes they allow us an opportunity to shine the light of the Communion of certain places and of course give us opportunity to tell the story of one part of the world to another.  But visits have mutual effects. So often we hear thank you for visiting with us. We felt we were alone and you have reminder us we are party of a wider family. Let me share a letter I received on the trip back home form the wife of the bishop of the Amazon, a truly beautiful and some hate remote diocese. She speaks particularly of a visit to a church that by any standard in our home countries would likely be condemned. 

Dear All,
This is just a short note to thank you all for your visit. When I heard you were coming and was organizing the programme, many people said to me that it would be better not to take you to Terra Firme because it was such a small and ugly church and felt embarrassed to show it. 

But that church is part of our reality in the diocese and I wanted to show how, despite their limitations and difficulties, the people still have hope that they can change things. Your visit has helped to make that vision clearer. It has shown them that they, as well as those in other communities, are not alone in their faith, but are part of a worldwide family. Your words have encouraged them to believe in what they do, and to have faith that they are on the right path.

Since the creation of the diocese in 2006 one of our biggest struggles has been to show people that it is possible for us to stand on our own two feet and carry out God's mission with our own resources, both financial and human. For me, seeing their enthusiasm as they showed you around their churches, this visit has proved that their self-esteem and their faith has grown and that they are on the right path.
 So I would like to thank you for being with us and planting that hope. I would like to thank you for your encouragement, and for your generosity in a world that is more and more selfish, materialistic and individualistic. I can imagine how much you give up of your time and energy, as well as finances, to keep this society going, and I may God bless you all in that mission

As we say here in Brasil - um grande abraço (a big hug),

Ruth 


Amen Ruth, Amen


The Maxwell’s, Neil and Pauline  will share more of this trip later in the meeting and I am sure they will agree that this visit was a superb look at a church offering faithful ministry with very few resources. 


Each year as part of this meeting we seek to introduce you to major figures in our Anglican World. In addition to time with the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Secretary General, you have the opportunity to meet some of the staff of Lambeth Palace and some of the staff here at St. Andrew’s House the home of the offices of the Secretary General and to learn more about the important ministry they undertake. Take this chance to inform yourself about the work of the Anglican Communion. 


We also seek to provide a speaker who shares insights into some part of the Anglican World. Last year we welcomed my long time friend Bishop Zache Duracin the Bishop of Haiti, who opened his remarks with the words “It took 35 seconds to wipe out 200 years of history.” We learned of the great ministry, remarkable courage and creativity our church is undertaking in the aftermath of the devastation of the Haitian Earthquake. 


This year we welcome the Right Reverend Suheil Dawani, Bishop in Jerusalem. Suheil and his Diocese is no stranger to the Compass Rose Society and we are thrilled that he is able to be with us in person this year. It is to state the obvious to say that relationships between Israel and Palestine; Jew, Christian and Muslim are complex, multilayered and complicated. Bishop Suheil and his diocese minister in a part of the world known to each and every Christian. He ministers in the land of the Holy One, in the land of the Bible. We look forward to hearing from the Bishop during these meetings.  


In a few minutes the Secretary General of the Anglican Communion will address us and offer a glimpse into the life of our beloved church. Few people indeed maybe no one else, travels as extensively into our international church as Canon Kenneth Kearon. Having a hundred or so people descend on St. Andrews House for two days is disruptive to your staff to say the least. We are grateful for your hospitality and generous Christian welcome. Please extend to Lynn Butt who has done so much over the years to help us and to the rest of your staff our thanks for hosting us. 


This is a unique place. This is where the Communion visits. Every time I come to this place I look through the pages of the guest book in the front foyer to see who visited. St. Andrews hosts men and women, royalty and commoner, young and old, famous and not, Anglicans and others providing a focus for Anglicanism. Look around on the walls and you will see that members of the Compass Rose Society took no small part in paying for the renovations to St. Andrew’s Convent to make this place possible.


Being an annual general meeting we will deal with a certain amount of business. We will hear reports from various committees, receive the financial statements for the year ended 2010, hear a current year to date report and we will elect board members.  


This coming year will be a year of change for the Compass Rose Society.


A number of years ago I spoke about the Compass Rose Society at the church in whose rectory I grew up, All Saints Peterborough in Canada. My father served there for some 13 years. As a result of the efforts of their then rector, Canon Michael Wright a parish and one individual membership were taken. The individual membership was taken out by Terry and Lisa Noble. In due course Terry would serve on the Canadian Compass Rose Society Board of Directors and take an active role in its life. When the International Board felt it important that the President receive some administrative help I turned to Terry. It was an outstanding decision. Terry Noble has brought enormous gifts to this position. He is very organized. He is well versed in computers, data bases and finance.  He provides staff support for our committees and offers quietly effective and wise counsel to the Board. His communication skills are excellent; he is generous with his time and has a passion for the Compass Rose Society. I could not have asked for a better Executive Assistant. 


Now for the second time in my experience on the Board a member has left secular work to pursue Holy Orders. The first was Board Member Jan Cope now Canon Vicar at Washington’s National Cathedral. The second is Terry Noble. While handling his work with the Compass Rose Society Terry completed his Master of Divinity Degree from Trinity College University of Toronto. I can tell you he enjoyed a distinguished academic claiming many of the major academic prizes each of his three years. Terry was ordered Deacon for the Diocese of Toronto last May and has begun to serve as an assistant curate part time as well as working in pastoral counseling. I am filled with mixed emotions saying farewell to Terry as my EA. I am grateful for his friendship, for his passion for our beloved Anglican Communion and for his willingness to say yes to God’s call to the sacred ministry. Terry you have made a difference in the Compass Rose Society and in some way on our international church. Terry on behalf of us all thank you for all you have done and may God bless you as you minister in the name of Jesus Christ at St. John’s Peterborough. 


After an extensive search the Board has appointed Debbie Crossling Barker as the next Executive Assistant to the President. Debbie has served in the office of the Archbishop of Toronto and knows the church. She is an event planner and the owner of Your Events etcetera and a great detail person. She brings excellent communication and people skills, fine office skills and will be a superb addition to our team.  Debbie sat in on the Board meeting the last couple of days and is attending her first annual meeting. Please take the time to say hello to her and welcome her into her position as Executive Assistant to the President of the Compass Rose Society.


Finally, last year I gave notice to the Board that I would like to step down as the President in order to allow new leadership and new vision to emerge. The Board requested that I remain in office for one more year and after prayerful consideration and conversation with my family I agreed. However, next year will be my last as your President. The Board and its nomination committee will be seeking my replacement but in the meantime it is full steam ahead. 


There are few things in my professional life that have given me as much pleasure as the Compass Rose Society. Together we make a difference in the lives of people we have never met, who speak languages we do not understand, who live in places unknown to us and in circumstances radically different than our own, all in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are not the only group in Anglicanism to do good work but I believe we are a unique body, from many countries, from diverse backgrounds that make common cause of the ministry and mission of the church.


So welcome to the Annual Meeting of the Compass Rose Society. Please take the time to get to know other people in this room. Make sure everyone feels welcome. Thank you for coming and may these two days be a blessing to us all. 

